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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Season Finale  OrKIDStra Series 
CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
April 4, 2009 at Triad Stage at 10:30 am 
Whoever said that classical music audiences are graying?  Not in Greensboro.   Greensboro Symphony Orchestra  (GSO) closes its popular OrKIDStra concert series for young children at the Triad Stage in downtown Greensboro.  The three-concert Saturday-morning series is geared towards children ages 3 to 5.     
Giving children the chance to fall in love with classical music is not a new idea.  “We wanted to expand on the idea of young people’s concerts by offering a concert series to families of younger children,” says Lisa Crawford, the Symphony’s President and CEO.  “We hope parents and grandparents will find the OrKIDStra concert series a rich introduction to musical concepts and instruments of the orchestra..”  The experience features hands-on activities with early childhood music teachers followed by a concert performed by musicians from the orchestra and additional narration to guide the children in listening to the music.  
Participating in pre-concert activities provided by local children’s music studio Gate City Musikgarten gives OrKIDStra participants a chance to relate to the musical themes they will hear in the concert part of the experience.  The Triad Stage lobby will feature a Musikgarten “station” where children will engage in rhythmic and singing activities.  Children will learn new songs and be introduced to musical concepts of rhythm and melody.  
Following 20-30 minutes of pre-concert music-making activities, including singing, dancing, and playing simple instruments, families will enter the auditorium for the 20-minute concert part of the experience.  Carnival of the Animals, the feature of the April concert, is a popular piece of classical music by French composer Camille Saint-Saens.  Parents and children will recognize some of the short sections of this piece of music, each of which musically represents a different animal or environment.  Some of the most famous movements include “The Swan” and “Aquarium.”  
Symphony Education Director Peter Zlotnick believes that becoming familiar with classical and other styles of music through the OrKIDStra series will give children an experience that will broaden their attitudes towards music.  “Children at this age are magnets for musical experience.  By introducing them to complex music that is fun and accessible, we give them a lifelong interest in participating and listening to classical music.”  
Want to go?  Ticket Prices: Children $5, Adults $10  
Triad Stage at The Pyrle Theater                 
232 South Elm Street                  Greensboro, North Carolina                 
Shows: Doors open at 10:30 a.m. for Lobby Activities with MusikGarten Teachers

Concert Begins at 11:00 A.M. Saturday, April 4

Instruments: Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass, Flute, Clarinet, 2 pianos, percussion

How to get tickets:  Call or visit the GSO Box Office at 336-335-5456 x 224, visit the Coliseum Box office  or order online at www.ticketmaster.com or call Ticketmaster at 852-1100 or visit www.greensborosymphony.org

