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MAY 2, 2009, 8:00 PM AT WAR MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
CONCERT SPONSORED BY 
SMITH LEONARD AND STEARNS FINANCIAL SERVICES
Greensboro, North Carolina – This show is guaranteed to be mucho caliente, an evening of Latin dance, music and romance. Dancers, ANDRZEJ & JENNIFER PRBZYL will perform the cha-cha, tango, rumba and more, while Grammy award winner Victor Vanacore turns up the heat in the sauciest show of the season. It doesn’t get much hotter than this.  

As it turns out, Victor Vanacore and Bruce Springsteen cousins and Bruce will be performing next door at the Greensboro Coliseum on the same night…

“The audience will be spellbound by the music!” says Vanacore. “This show empowers the orchestra to play with an infectious bravado.  Concertgoers will experience the Greensboro Symphony in a new way.” A delight for the ears as well as the eyes, some tunes feature a pair of professional dancers, Andrej and Jennifer Przbyl, who will captivate the audience. (photos attached.)
 
“There’s something about Latin dancing that is very sensuous,” Vanacore says. “It’s like watching a live movie or a ballet.” Vanacore, who is gifted musician and entertainer, will share the rich history and origins of this international music and perform on the piano. He has spent much of his 25 years in the music business playing piano in Afro Cuban and salsa ensembles. These performances combine his expertise in arranging and conducting and provide audience members with a romantic and exhilarating experience. The program opens with the orchestra performing an Aaron Copland-inspired tune followed by the Latin favorite “Hot, Hot, Hot.”  Other pieces include: “Oya Como Va,” “Jarabe Tapatio” also known as “Mexican Hat Dance Suite” which is a mambo version of “West Side Story tunes,” a rumba version of “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” and many others.  Vanacore will perform as a soloist on the piano for several works including “Samba in Blue,” featuring a nod to Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.”  “This is a beautiful piece that listeners will enjoy and find very familiar,” Vanacore says.
Grammy Award Winner Victor Vanacore has been at the nexus of popular music for the past 25 years. In 1974, Vanacore moved to Los Angeles where he joined the Jackson Five as a keyboardist and musical arranger. A year later the band's conductor had an emergency; Vanacore was asked to fill in, and after his performance that night, he became the Jackson's permanent conductor and arranger.

Vanacore's star rose, and after the end of the Jackson Five tour, he signed with the Fifth Dimension, serving as conductor and arranger for two years. Johnny Mathis then heard of Vanacore's talent, and hired him away as the Musical Director for his world tour. This musical relationship lasted for two years. He then joined Barry Manilow for six years in the same capacity, and received six album credits, including "If I Should Love Again," "Barry Live in Britain," "Barry," and "The Greatest Hits."

Victor Vanacore valued a close ongoing relationship with the musical icon Ray Charles, whom he met in 1990, until Charles’ passing in 2004. Vanacore served as Musical Director, Arranger, and Opening Act for Mr. Charles. Ray Charles’ only platinum CD entitled, “ Genius Loves Company” features Victor Vanacore’s 80 piece Grammy Award winning orchestral arrangements.

In addition to his musical associations with Celebrity vocalists, Vanacore enjoys a career as a Pops Conductor with symphony orchestras worldwide. His recent appearance as conductor with the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra at the Hollywood Bowl garnered broad critical acclaim.

Recently, Victor has been working as a composer in conjunction with his brother David on the critically acclaimed hit CBS show “Survivor.” He composed music for Donald Trump's "The Apprentice," American Idol and the 2005 Academy Awards. In 2007, at the request of Placido Domingo, Vanacore composed original neoclassical music based on the texts of Pope John Paul II.

Recent symphonic commissions by Vanacore include “Detroit Soul” commissioned by the Detroit Symphony featuring Motown themes and “America Then And Now” for New Jersey Public Television Network and "Spain Meets Birdland" for the Berklee College of Music 60th anniversary.

 Did you know….


VICTOR loves to sail, play golf, scuba dive and cook pizza in his outdoor ovens in California.

For more information, go to www.victorvanacore.com
Program
	Star Spangled Banner 
Hot Hot Hot Opener 
Oye Como Va/Patricia (Cha Cha) 
Malaguena 
Espana Cani (Paso Doble) 
Jarabe Tapatio (Mexican Hat Dance) 
South Beach Soul (Salsa) 
Samba in Blue (Samba) 

<<Intermission>>
	Granada 
La diferencia que hace un dia! (Merengue) 
Tango in D Major (Albeniz) 
Bandstand Opener (Jive) 
Spain Meets Birdland 
Over the Rainbow (Rumba) 
Viva El Mambo (Mambo) 

 


SINGLE TICKETS ($21-$36) are available by credit card phone order at the Symphony Box Office at (336) 335-5456 x224 or in person. Single tickets are also available at the Greensboro Coliseum Box Office. For further information, please call (336) 335-5456 x 224,  www.greensborosymphony.org or purchase online at www.ticketmaster.com (service charge applies)  Student tickets are available for $10 with Student ID
EDITORS AND CALENDAR DIRECTORS, PLEASE NOTE:
Saturday, May 2, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. 

Hot Hot Hot!
War Memorial Auditorium
Andrzej and Jennifer Przbyl, husband and wife dancers
VICTOR VANACORE, conductor
Sponsors: SMITH LEONARD and STEARNS FINANCIAL SERVICES
This concert is part of ARTBEAT
GREENSBORO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA








