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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Greensboro Symphony Takes a Star Trek and honors composer Russell Peck
"The Planets," for better or worse, has long since become the core of all movie space music (John Williams draws heavily upon it). The Greensboro Symphony will present a multi-media presentation of Gustav Holst’s “The Planets” with high quality NASA photographs taken by various deep-space probes, satellites and telescopes and all new, NASA-approved animations, including video of the Mars Rover rocketing through space and soft landing on Mars. Actual photos taken by the Mars Rover and video seen through the "eyes" of the Mars Rover will make for an up close and personal view of the red planet.  Mozart’s “Jupiter” Symphony No. 41 will also be performed on the concert.
On March 1, 2009, composer Russell Peck departed this life.  To honor his memory, the Greensboro Symphony will be performing Russell Peck’s eleven minute “Peace Overture” at the Masterworks concerts on Thursday, May 7, 2009 and Saturday, May 9, 2009.  Since 1989, the Symphony has performed many of Russell’s compositions for a total of 119 full orchestral concerts and many more ensemble performances. During GSO education concerts, Russell often narrated his works and mesmerized thousands of students. His wife, Cameron Peck, was a member of the Symphony’s French Horn section for more than 25 years.

To honor the memory of their friend and colleague, the musicians of the Greensboro and Winston-Salem Symphonies have purchased a bench for installation in May of 2009 at Bur-Mil Park, one of Russell's favorite places to hike.  

For more than 30 years, Russell collaborated with his friend Marshall Gordon to create and implement a worldwide policy for eradicating starvation. As Russell recently wrote, "a starvation-free world is utterly imperative for any hope of world peace." He believed that continued starvation results in ongoing structured conflict, which cripples efforts to improve global living conditions. 

In his memory, the GSO will be collecting non-perishable food item to the concerts this week to benefit the Salvation Army.  In addition, they will be collecting the enclosed resolution prepared by his family, which will be sent to the United Nations to continue Russell’s fight for a starvation-free world.
EDITORS PLEASE NOTE:

Greensboro Symphony Orchestra

May 7, 2009 7:30 pm

May 9, 2009 8:00 pm

War Memorial Auditorium

Program includes:

Peck: 
Mozart: Jupiter Symphony No. 41

Holst: The Planets


WHEN YOU GO: 
Who: Dmitry Sitkovetsky conducts the Greensboro Symphony Orchestra  
What:  Peck’s: Peace Overture, Mozart’s Jupiter Symphony No. 41 Holst’s The Planets.  

When: Thursday, May 7 at 7:30 PM and Saturday, May 9 at 8:00 PM

Pre-concert chats will be at 6:45 PM on May 7 and 7:00 PM on May 9

.  

Where:  War Memorial Auditorium, 1921 W. Lee Street, Greensboro (in the Coliseum Complex)
WHEN YOU GO:

RICE TOYOTA SITKOVETSKY AND FRIENDS CHAMBER SERIES
WHO: Dima, violin Scott Rawls, viola Brooks Whitehouse, cello
WHAT: Bach: Goldberg Variations arranged by Dmitry Sitkovetsky

When: Friday, May 8, 2009 at 8:00 pm

Where: UNCG School of Music Recital Hall
How to get tickets:  Call or visit the GSO Box Office at 336-335-5456 x 224, visit the Coliseum Box office  or order online at www.ticketmaster.com or call Ticketmaster at 852-1100 or visit www.greensborosymphony.org
These concerts are part of ARTBEAT
